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The importance of reservoirs in arid and semi-arid regions,
a case study of Hormozgan province
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Abstract

Due to the geographical location of Iran and its location in the dry and semi-arid belt of the earth, water is
considered the most important need of the people from the past to the present day. Being located in the
southernmost point of Iran, Hormozgan province has always faced water shortage problems, so people in
the past have created very valuable structures for storing and extracting water with their native knowledge,
most of which are in these areas. Is. In the local dialect, reservoirs are called Berkeh. Water tanks are made
of materials that, with their special characteristics, make the water tank resistant to factors such as moisture.
The materials used in the construction of water reservoirs include brick or stone and lime. The shape of
reservoirs is cubic or rectangular and circular or so-called dome-shaped, and most of the reservoirs in
Hormozgan province are dome-shaped. The tank is always covered so that dirt and dust do not contaminate
it. Most of the materials used to build dome reservoirs are stone and plaster with a layer of clay, which
today is made of straw. Stone and plaster prevent heat and cold from entering the water tanks, and at the
edge of the sea, coral stones are used to build domes. In most areas of Hormozgan province, including
Qeshm, Bestak, Bandarlang, Bandarkong, Parsian and Khamir, there are many reservoirs that have been
responsible for supplying water to the people of these areas in the past and present. These reservoirs, which
were built with the native knowledge of the people of the south of the country, are considered a part of the
culture of these regions today, but some of these reservoirs have been destroyed and with reconstruction
and new methods and technologies, it is possible to use this reservoir. . And it can be used to store and
extract water as well as to prevent floods better than before. The introduction of reservoirs will help the
tourism sector a lot.

Key words: culture, water shortage, extract water, prevent floods, tourism



